PRACTICING THE POLITICS OF COERCION, OF ISOLATION, OR OF JESUS

Martin Luther King, Jr. said, “Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere. We are caught in an inescapable network of
mutuality, tied in a single garment of destiny. Whatever affects one directly affects all indirectly.” The question for followers of
Jesus is never whether we are engaged in politics — we are — the question is simply whether that politics is faithful or unfaithful.
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Followers of Jesus lovingly engage in the redemptive
suffering of nonviolent direct action to confront
believers and unbelievers acting with the coercive
intent to violate the God-given dignity of others (e.g.
believers risk arrest to ensure unbelievers can vote).

Followers of Jesus neither participate in, nor excessively
comment on, acts of just coercion by unbelievers that
seem to have the intent of upholding the God-given
dignity of others. Voting, in a nation of governance
e accountable to all citizens, is a just, and relatively
‘beautiful, means for unbelievers to direct the “violence-

Ke reliant state” (MCUSA Confession of Faith - Article 23).
KAIROS - RESPO]‘.V'SIBLE TIMELY INTERVENTION FOR OTHERS
The Politics of JESUS
(aka of Lifegiving Life '-.. The transna}tiona! fol.lowers of Jes'us surpass the
. . . worldly ethics of justice and nonviolence by
GlVlllg, aka of Grace) o embracing Jesus’ ethic of justice-surpassing
. . L. ¢ generosity (grace) and noncoercion of
Only this region of action is CHRISTLIKE ” unimpaired adults (free will). This ethic is
faithful to both the Kairos and o irrational apart from belief in the ministry,
Kenosis of Jesus. It is the recovery ¢ death, and resurrection of Jesus. This ethic
of this ethic that makes .,' uniquely defines the body of Christ — the Church.
Anabaptism meaningful. S
KENOSIS - VOLUNTARY NONCOERCION OF OTHERS
Ke s Followers of Jesus neither participate in, nor excessively
w/o Kairos .éomment on, acts of just isolation by unbelievers that seem to
U “have the intent of protecting their God-given dignities. An act
N of isolation or coercion fulfilling the worldly ethic of justice,
The Politics of :-:l and avoiding suffering, will often be sinful for disciples who
. R embrace Jesus’ ethic of justice-surpassing generosity.
Security Through .
ISOLATION s
From Others L \
I " Followers of Jesus lovingly engage in the redemptive suffering
K UNJUST of nonviolent direct action to confront believers and
E unbelievers whose isolation leaves them unconcerned, and
often complicit, in the violation of others God-given dignity.
Jesus embraces a politics of kairos and kenosis:
“Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility
regard others as better than yourselves. Let each of you look not
to your own interests, but to the interests of others. Let the same . . .
mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in The Evil of 2l ‘> = Dlrec‘t trans‘natlonal‘
the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something Selfish nonviolent intervention
to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, 2 along the h‘nes of‘Matthew
being born in human likeness. And being found in human form, I]‘responS]ble 18:15-20 w1th‘bellevers -
he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death - . . ar.ld noncoercive evangelism
even death on a cross.” - Philippians 2:3-8 ISOlatlonlsm with unbelievers.
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Eucharism is lifegiving life giving. For lifegiving joy Jesus’ gave his life (Hebrews 12:1-2). In remembrance of Jesus' life, crucifixion, and resurrection, followers
of Jesus pursue the joy set before those faithfully broken in solidarity with others.



